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Yet the answer is simple enough 5 this is one of the rare ques-
tions in literature upon which agreement is practically uni-
versal. Classicism means Discipline. It is on that ground that
it is praised and attacked. Other words may be used instead of
discipline: restraint, sense of law and order, conformity. But
although the connotations are slightly different, the common
elements between them are manifest. Discipline means submis-
sion to a rule; and the very idea of a rule implies that of
authority. In order to understand Classicism,, we shall therefore
have to define the authority which it acknowledges 5 and this
will compel us to take a brief excursion into elementary philos-
ophy.

We get our impression of reality both directly and indirectly.
The immediate apprehension of facts is of course primordial.
Without some such basis, there could be no organized thought.
"There is nothing in the intellect that was not originally pro-
vided by the senses." But we are all aware that this direct
apprehension is constantly deceptive. My hand, held a few
inches before my eyes, is larger than my neighbor's house.
The rising moon is a flat disk not farther away than the hills
which limit my horizon. A stick appears broken when half
plunged into water. So we train ourselves, to a large extent
unconsciously, not to accept uncritically the evidence of our
senses, as, in another domain, we train ourselves not to follow
blindly our impulses. We check our intuitions by comparing
and reducing to a system the results of our experience. System
here does not signify an elaborate construction of the mind5 it
is only the belief that things do not happen in a wholly
capricious way, that there is a fair degree of consistency in the
world.

Consistency is thus our test. A thing is accepted as true
only when it fits in with the whole body of our previous knowl-
edge. If a new fact refuses so to fit, we may adopt three atti-
tudes. We may call it an accident 5 but this is a mere verbal
evasion. An accident may be unforeseen $ it never is causeless.
When explained, it takes its place in the general scheme. We